Children as young as two use sentence structure to learn the meanings of verbs. We probed the generality of sensitivity to sentence structure by moving to a different semantic and syntactic domain, spatial prepositions. Twenty-six-month-olds used sentence structure to determine whether a new word was an object-category name (This is a corp!) or a spatial-relational term (This is acorp my box!). We argue that children rely on the intimate relationship between nouns in sentences and semantic arguments of predicate terms: Noting that a new word takes noun arguments identifies the new word as a predicate term, and directs the child's attention to relations among its arguments. q
Children use syntactic knowledge to learn verbs; this is known as syntactic bootstrapping (Landau & Gleitman, 1985) . Many studies have shown that young children assign different interpretations to verbs presented in different sentence structures (Fisher, 1996; 2002; Fisher, Hall, Rakowitz, & Gleitman, 1994; Naigles, 1990; 1996; Naigles & Kako, 1993) . But how does syntactic bootstrapping begin?
We have proposed a 'structure-mapping' account of early syntactic bootstrapping, in which a shallow analysis of the sentence in which a new verb appears guides its interpretation (Fisher, 1996; 2002; Fisher et al., 1994; Gillette, Gleitman, Gleitman, & Lederer, 1999) . In essence, children use the number of nouns occurring with the new verb as a cue to its semantic predicate-argument structure. Transitive verbs license two noun 
